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Dating Old Welsh Houses Group

Ty Cerrig, Llangower

Listed Building Reference: Gwynedd 4677 (Grade II)

NPRN: 28775

PRN: 12481

SH 90639 31881

Introduction

This report details the recording of the outbuildings at Ty Cerrig, Llangower, 
Merionethshire, undertaken to compliment both the dendrochronological 
sampling, undertaken by Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, and the 
documentary study undertaken by volunteers for the Dating Old Welsh Houses 
Group. The fieldwork took place on 12th February 2015.

Methodology

The ground floor and first floor plans were made by direct measurement. The 
drawings of the timberwork were carried out by direct measurement at a scale of 
1:20. Photographs were taken with a Nikon D80 digital SLR camera at a 
resolution of 10.2 mega pixels. Where practical all the photographs included a 
metric scale.

Survey Report

Ty Cerrig is located approximately 430 m south east of the centre of the hamlet 
of Llangower (Figure 1). The building surveyed, forms the northern end of an ÄLÅ 
shaped complex, the main range of which is the current farmhouse (Figures 2 
and 3, Plates 2 and 3). 

Externally the building appears to be a cart shed with an attached animal house 
and a hay loft over (Plate 1). Incongruously, however there is a squat chimney on 
the eastern gable end which hints at a more complex history. The front elevation 
(Plate 1) has a large opening towards the eastern end with a large timber lintel. 
Two other doorways are also present either side of an external stone stair which 
gives access to the door to the first floor level. All three of these doors have 
modern ledged doors whilst the wider opening has no doors. Only one window 
occupies the space above the wide opening at the eastern end of the building.

The eastern gable (Plate 2) contains the short chimney stack and a small window 
at the first floor level. There is also a doorway in the south east corner of the 
building. The western gable (Plate 3), also has a small window, although this is at 
ground floor level. There is also a window in the southern elevation of this range 
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which is towards the western end of the building. All of the windows have been 
replaced with modern wooden framed windows.

The ground floor (Figure 4) is divided into three rooms. At the eastern end, Room 
1 (Plate 4) is dominated by a large fireplace (Plate 5) with a substantial wooden 
bressumer. On the southern wall of the hearth there is a recess, built into the 
structure, whilst on the northern side a circular bread oven has been incorporated 
(Plate 6).

The southern wall, which divided this range from the farmhouse, is of modern 
cinder blocks (Plate 4) suggesting that the division between the two ranges is a 
modern occurrence. The wall between Rooms 2 and 3, however is of brick and is 
once again a late feature in the development of the building. This is also 
demonstrated by the longitudinal ceiling beam at this end of the building which 
extends into Room 2. This beam is moderately chamfered and has stepped stops 
at its eastern end where the beam is embedded in the chimney breast (Plate 7). 
The western end of the beam extends into Room 2 where it has straight cut stops 
and the mortice for a vertical post (Plate 8). The gap between the end of this 
beam and the wall between Rooms 2 and 3 has been replaced with a modern 
timber. Some of the joists, however, appear to be part of the earlier ceiling 
structure (Plate 9) and are moderately chamfered unlike their modern 
replacements.

Room 3 (Plate 10) has a moulded longitudinal ceiling beam which has beading 
along the chamfer (Figure 7, Plate 11). Its western end has been recessed, 
presumably to accommodate a vertical post, however this is immediately
adjacent to the western gable wall of the building suggesting that either the 
ceiling beam is reused from elsewhere, or the stone walls are of a later phase. 
Some of the joists in this room also have similar moulding to the ceiling beam 
(Plate 12), although others are modern replacements. In the northern wall of 
Room 3, the lower section of the principle rafter of Truss 1 is exposed (Plate 13)
and it appear to extend lower, but is encased within the stone wall of the front 
elevation.

The first floor (Figure 5) has a single room. Once again the division between this 
range and the farmhouse has been replaced by a modern cinder block wall (Plate 
14). The chimney breast at the eastern end of the building has left two 
uncomfortable spaces on either side of the breast. On the northern side (Plate 
15) the flank of the chimney breast had to be recessed to accommodate the 
window in the gable wall and on the southern side another low level recess was 
constructed (Plate 16).

Two cruck frames (Figure 6) are exposed on the first floor. Truss 1 (Plate 17) has 
cambered collar and yoke which are linked by a vertical stud similar to a king 
post (Plate 18). The collar has a large section removed from its upper surface 
which presumably used to house a horizontal timber. This timber was not part of 
the original structure as the cutting of the socket cut into the mortice for the



3

vertical stud. The underside of the collar has both two mortice holes and a series 
of dowel holes suggesting that there was a partition below this collar. The lack of 
features above the collar would suggest that the partition did not extend to the 
upper part of the truss. There are also mortice holes in the underside of the 
principle rafters (Plates 19 and 20). The lower of these held a tie-beam, however 
the function of the upper mortice holes is unknown.

Truss 2 (Figure 6, Plate 21) is more developed. It also has a cambered collar and 
a yoke, however there are also arched braces below the collar and raking queen 
posts as part of this truss. The yoke has a curved lower surface (Plate 22) and 
the inner surfaces of the queen posts appear to have been scalloped suggesting 
that the top of this truss may have had cusped decoration. There is no sign of 
there having been a tie-beam possibly suggesting this was the dais-end truss.
Both of the trusses have trenches for two sets of purlins and Truss 2 also has a 
notch on its north western blade which is assume to mark the position of a 
windbrace. A slightly arched windbrace survives (Plate 23) between Truss 2 and 
the upper purlin on the southern side of the building. Some of the purlins on the 
southern side of the building are of re-used timbers incorporating a variety of 
mortice holes and halved joints (Plates 24 and 25), although the upper, southern, 
purlin between the two trusses is clearly in situ.

Dendrochronology Sampling

The sampling of Ty Cerrig was carried out by Oxford Dendrochronology 
Laboratory in June 2014. Six timbers were dated from this site, four from the 
primary phase were found to have timbers from trees felled in winter 1500/01 and 
spring 1501, making construction most likely in 1501, or within a year of two after 
this date. One timber from the second phase was from a tree felled in spring 
1634 (Briggs and Miles 2014)

Conclusions

The two cruck frames are of some refinement and suggest they were from a 
building of some distinction. Suggett (Briggs and Miles 2014) has suggested that 
they might define the upper end of a hall house which extended beyond the 
eastern extent of the current building. This would assume that the level of current 
car parking area and yard has been reduced, otherwise the ground levels are not 
compatible. The cruck frames have been classified as L2 by Alcock (1981, 166), 
these have blades held together by a triangular block and have blades that meet 
in a vertical joint. This form of framing is quite numerous in Wales (ibid 20)

The original house would therefore appear to have been a hall house of some 
distinction, however this was truncated and converted into an end chimney 
Snowdonian plan-type house with the change from timber framed to stone walls. 
This second phase includes the insertion of a first floor with the moulded spine 
beam and joists marking the parlour end of the building. It is possible that the 
doorway in the eastern corner of the building has replaced the original fireplace 
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stair and this is reflected in the hollow to the southern side of the chimney breast 
on the first floor.

The conversion from domestic to agricultural use for this building is probably 
quite late in its use. The division between the two ranges is currently filled with 
modern cinder block, however it not known if this is a modern replacement for a 
previously existing wall. Whilst the main farmhouse was not part of the survey 
and is assumed to be broadly of 18th century date, a marked break in the 
stonework in the eastern elevation of the farmhouse may suggest there was a 
short range attached to the building which has been extended.
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Plate 1: Northern elevation

Plate 2: Eastern elevation
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Plate 3: View from the south

Plate 4: Room 1, looking east
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Plate 5: Fireplace

Plate 6: Bread oven
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Plate 7: Eastern end of the ceiling beam in Room 1

Plate 8: Western end of the ceiling beam at the eastern end of the building
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Plate 9: Joists in Room 2

Plate 10: Room 3, looking south
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Plate 11: Western end of the ceiling beam in Room 3

Plate 12: Moulded and replacement joists in Room 3
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Plate 13: Foot of Truss 2 in Room 3

Plate 14: Chimney breast on the first floor
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Plate 15: Space to the north of the chimney breast

Plate 16: Space to the south of the chimney breast
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Plate 17: Truss 1, looking south

Plate 18: Detail of the top of Truss 1
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Plate 19: Southern principle rafter of Truss 1

Plate 20: Northern principle rafter of Truss 1
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Plate 21: Truss 2, looking SW

Plate 22: Detail of the top of Truss 2, looking NE
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Plate 23: Windbrace attached to Truss 2

Plate 24: Mortice hole in the lower, southern purlin
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Plate 25: Mortice holes below the upper southern purlin

Plate 26: Halved lap joint in the lower purlin
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Plate 27: Break in the stonework in the eastern elevation of the farmhouse























 








 












 






 
















 






 







































































































